
AMERICAN

COLLECTOR

A

As seen in the 

May 2011 issue of 



118

 SHOW LOCATION BOSTON, MA

SID WILLIS

The color of light

Quidley & Company kicks off the 

season with a special exhibition 

celebrating American impressionist 

Sid Willis’ epic career exploring color. The 

artist will make a rare appearance at the show’s 

opening on May 12 in Boston. 

The title of the show, The Color of Light, 

also parallels the theme of Willis’ life. 

“The color of light is what impressionists 

paint,” he says. “Color activates me. I have to 

see the vibration of the notes in front of me.”

Now in his twilight years, Willis has 

been painting for 57 years and has earned 

the reputation of being one of the fi nest 

painters in the United States. Trained by 

Robert Douglas Hunter in the Boston School 

tradition, the 80-year-old artist adheres to 

the philosophy of combining the vision of 

Vermeer with the fresh look of Monet. His 

tightly rendered paintings are noted for their 

strong design, beautiful color harmonies and 

consummate draftsmanship.

“It’s not what I paint, it’s how I see what 

I paint,” explains Willis. “The difference 

between what I do and what others do is that 

most painting today is based on photography. 

All my work, whatever subject I painted I had 

to have in front of me.”

Although best known for his luminous 

still lifes, Willis also has won gold medals for 

his impressionistic landscapes and portraits. He 

is equally profi cient in oil and acrylic, although 

nowadays he works strictly with the latter. His 

still life subjects—often rare and distinctive 

antiques and textiles—include cabinets, toys, 

rocket horses, tinware, china, lead and wooden 

toy soldiers, small lead circus fi gures, and 

teddy bears. 

“The underlying theme of all my toy 

paintings is a great sadness for the loss of 

childhood that we all suffer from,” muses 

Willis. “We suffer from having been in a 

perfect place at one time. Some of us realize it 

but others don’t.” 

This exhibit represents a year’s worth of 

work for the artist, who stopped doing solo 

shows years ago. And for the fi rst time, Willis 
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used photo-based backgrounds from images 

captured by the Hubble Space Telescope for 

his toy robot paintings.

“I’ve never done photography in my 

painting except for this show. I was fascinated 

by the color,” says Willis, adding, “All the 

paintings have in common one thing: the way 

I see. Like music, they’re supposed to give you 

a little joy all day long.”    
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Carousel, acrylic, 24 x 36"

Blue Sky, acrylic, 24 x 18" Old Paint, acrylic, 40 x 42"
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